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The Cooperative Economic Insect Report is issued 
weekly as a service to American Agriculture. Its contents 
are compiled from information supplied by cooperating State, 
Federal, and industrial entomologists and other agricultural 
workers. In releasing this material the Division serves as 
a clearing house and doesnot assume responsibility for ac- 


curacy of the material. 


Reports and inquiries pertaining to this release 
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Plant Pest Control Division 
Agricultural Research Service 
United States Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 
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COOPERATIVE ECONOMIC INSECT SURVEY 


Highlights of Insect Conditions 


CHINCH BUG hibernation survey in Arkansas, fall - 1958. (p. 3). 
BOLL WEEVIL hibernation survey, northeast Louisiana, fall - 1958. (p. 4). 


INSECT DETECTION: A termite (Reticulitermes hageni) found for first time in 
New Jersey. (p. 6). 
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Reports in this issue are for the week ending December 26, unless otherwise 
designated. 


WEATHER OF THE WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 29 


Even though last week's weather was mostly mild and dry and the snow cover at 
lower elevations retreated to extreme northern areas, stormy weather with 
intermittent precipitation helped relieve California's drought, temperatures 
still averaged below normal in the South and East and heavy snow was blanketing 
the southwestern Great Plains as the period ended. Temperatures for the week 
averaged above normal west of a line joining Detroit, Michigan, and Laredo, 
Texas. Relative to normal, the week was warmest in the north central regions 
where departures ranged from 6° to over 14° with maximum temperatures in the 
50's setting new records in Iowa on the 28th. The entire month has been 
unseasonably mild in the Far West. The Atlantic Coastal States experienced 
only a brief period of mildness during the week and temperautres averaged 

2° to 4° below normal in northern Florida to 7° below at Caribou, Maine. 
Temperatures fell below zero over much of the Northeast from the 24th to 27th. 
On the 25th, Pellston, Michigan, had a low of -23°, and New York State reported 
the coldest Christmas day in 10 years. In New England where this month promises 
to be one of the coldest Decembers since 1917, the temperature at Caribou, 
Maine, has remained continuously below freezing since late November. 


The week's moderate to heavy precipitation was limited mostly to an area south 
of a line joining Richmond, Virginia, and Laredo, Texas, and to the Pacific 
Coast north of San Francisco, California, with totals ranging up to about 

3 inches in both areas. The southern rains, mostly from a coastal storm at 
the end of the week, helped restore soil moisture which had been below 
satisfactory levels in some sections for an extended period. Rains were 
frequent in the Pacific Northwest and thunderstorms were reported in northern 
California on the 28th. Most of the mid-continent area had little or no 
precipitation at all, and surface soil moisture is needed in many sections. 
However, snow may furnish beneficial moisture to much of the southern Great 
Plains. At Albuquerque, New Mexico, 11 inches of snow accumulated during the 
12-hour period from 5 p.m. Sunday to 5 a.m. Monday, the heaviest snowfall 
there on record. Some parts of the city measured up to 14 inches. The 
previous 24-hour record since 1895 was 6.8 inches in 1942. On the morning 

of the 30th a depth of 12 inches was reported at Guymon, Oklahoma, and 

lesser amounts over southeastern Colorado, eastern New Mexico, southern Kansas 
and northwestern Texas. (Summary supplied by U. S. Weather Bureau.) 


CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECTS 


GRASSHOPPERS - ARIZONA - Generally cold weather over State on November 17 caused 
decline in adult populations. Some minor damage to grain crops noted in Tucson 
area, also hatching of several species probably due to moisture from snow and 
rain. COLORADO - Egg deposition found quite general in all of several eastern 
counties sampled. Predators did not exceed 25 percent. NEW MEXICO - Egg 
survey in vicinity of Porter, Quay County, indicated a threatening to severe 
infestation and in Curry County a severe to very threatening infestation. 
Survey in other counties indicated light infestation. A large percentage of 
egg pods found in eastern counties were Melanoplus bilituratus, which was not 
one of the three dominant species found in the adult survey, indicating a 
possible migration from nearby infested areas. UTAH - Egg surveys were 
completed in 18 counties and ratings compared very closely with the adult 
survey. (PPC, West. Reg., Nov. Rpt.). 


ALFALFA WEEVIL (Hypera postica) - VIRGINIA - First and second-instar larvae 
on alfalfa in Smyth County, week of December 12, and second and third-instar 
larvae on same crop in Pittsylvania County, week of December 18. (Bishop). 


CLOVER LEAF WEEVIL (Hypera punctata) - VIRGINIA - Present on alfalfa in Smyth 
County, week of December 12, and in Pittsylvania County December 18. (Bishop). 


PEA APHID (Macrosiphum pisi) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy on alfalfa in local area of 
Terra Bella, Tulare County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


SPOTTED ALFALFA APHID (Therioaphis maculata) - VIRGINIA - Present on alfalfa 
in Smyth and Franklin Counties, December 12, and in Pittsylvania County, 
December 18. (Bishop). OKLAHOMA - Situation remained unchanged. (Bieberdorf). 
WASHINGTON - Small numbers on alfalfa at Whitstran, Benton County, due to 
mild winter temperatures. (Klostermeyer). 


LEAFHOPPERS - UTAH - Active in alfalfa fields and raodsides in Cache Valley 
and at Brigham. (Knowlton). 


ENGLISH GRAIN APHID (Macrosiphum granarium) - OKLAHOMA - Averaged 4-6 per linear 
foot of row in wheat in Jackson County. (Hatfield). 


GREENBUG (Toxoptera graminum) - ARKANSAS - None were found on small grain 
checked in Crawford County, week ending December 13. (Boyer). OKLAHOMA - 
Averaged less than one per linear foot in Payne County (Stiles) and population 
is very low in Kiowa County. (Hudson). 


CHINCH BUG (Blissus leucopterus) - ARKANSAS - Annual survey counts taken in 
November 1958 show a larger number of bugs in hibernation in the 17-county 
area than in 1957. Samples were taken in the same general area and during 

the third week in November each year. Infestations are severe in 6 counties 
compared with 3 counties in 1957. Averages per square foot in these 6 
counties were 1,971 in Randolph, 1,825 in Poinsett, 1,125 in Jackson, 1,606 in 
Lawrence, 1,746 in Clay and 1,924 in Cross. The number of bugs in hibernation 
is larger in the northeast than in other areas of the State. (Ark. Ins. Rpt.). 


FRUIT INSECTS 


NAVEL ORANGEWORM (Paramyelois transitella) - CALIFORNIA - Population has 
steadily increased during past 10 years when it was discovered in figs in 
Fresno district. Now present in considerable numbers in figs left on trees 
and on the ground. (Cal. Fig Inst.). 
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DRIED-FRUIT BEETLE (Carpophilus hemipterus) - CALIFORNIA - Adults present in 
considerable numbers after harvest in figs on trees and on the ground. This 
pest last harvest season was more serious than in many years. (Cal. Fig Inst.). 


CITRUS BLACKFLY (Aleurocanthus woglumi) - MEXICO - Inspections of 64,390 trees 
on 1,645 properties revealed 35 trees infested on 8 properties, all at Allende 
and Montemorelos, Nuevo Leon. No infestations were found in Sonora and 
Tamaulipas. (PPC, Mex. Reg., Nov. Rpt.). 


MEXICAN FRUIT FLY (Anastrepha ludens) - MEXICO - An additional 127 traps on 

93 properties were put into operation in Tijuana and Tecate, Baja California, 
to afford better coverage of the zones. As traps are available, more will be 
installed. Trapping activities continued at Tijuana, Tecate and Ensenada 

with 1,235 traps operated on 551 properties. A total of 4,249 trap inspections 
were made, with negative results. Reports from the Jalapa-Veracruz region 
show low infestation of oranges, considerably less than 1957. (PPC, Mex. Reg., 
Nov. Rpt.). 
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TRUCK CROP INSECTS 


POPLAR-PETIOLE GALL APHID (Pemphigus populi-transversus) - ALABAMA - Heavy 
infestation on roots of turnips in Baldwin County. (Grimes, Bennett, Dec. 19). 


TURNIP APHID (Rhopalosiphum pseudobrassicae) - ALABAMA - Moderate on turnips 
in Baldwin County. (Grimes, Bennett, Dec. 19). 


Vegetable Insects, Arkansas - Loxostege similalis and Hylemya cilicrura caused 
some concern to spinach growers and packers in the Arkansas River Valley. 
Spinach from one foot of row taken at each of 10 different locations 
distributed over a field was carefully examined at weekly intervals. Of 7 
fields checked, 3 were uninfested. Three fields were infested with both 
species while one field was infested with H. cilicrura only. L. similalis 
infestation ran 1-6 and H. cilicrura 1-14 per composite sample. (Kendrick, 

Dec. 16). 


COTTON INSECTS 


Boll Weevil Hibernation Survey, Northeast Louisiana, Fall - 1958 - Collections 


of surface woods trash samples were made from November 24 through December 4 
in the northeastern area composed of Madison, East Carroll and Tensas Parishes. 
The number of weevils per acre found was 5,326 in Madison Parish, 9,845 in 
East Carroll Parish and 2,098 in Tensas Parish. The average for the area 

was 5,756. Similar records have been made in Madison Parish for 23 years, 
beginning in the fall of 1936. In only two years, 1955 and 1957, has a larger 
number of weevils been found in the fall surface woods trash survey, than the 
5,326 per acre found in the fall of 1958. (Smith, Cleveland, Williams). 


PINK BOLLWORM (Pectinophora gossypiella) - ARIZONA - Field inspections in the 
vicinity of Solomon, Graham County, revealed larvae in 5 of 7 fields inspected. 
One larva was found in gin trash at Willcox, Cochise County. Infestations 
were found on 106 properties comprising 7,321 acres in Maricopa County and 

10 properties and 1,800 acres in Pinal County, during November. The freeze 

on November 17 brought light trap collections to a halt. All trapping 
activities ceased at the end of the month except for one trap in Yuma County. 
NEW MEXICO - A survey November 22-24 in the more heavily infested area of 


Dona Ana County showed a very high mortality of larvae in bolls on standing 
stalks. The rather sudden drop in temperature on November 18 and 19 apparently 
resulted in the destruction of nearly all larvae in green bolls and a heavy 
mortality in dry bolls on standing stalks. No live larvae were found in green 
bolls and very few in open bolls. It is estimated that more than 90 percent of 
larvae in bolls on standing stalks were killed. (PPC, West. Reg., Nov. Rpt.). 
MEXICO - In the eastern area, lint cleaner inspections were made at 37 locations 
with a total of 2,263 larvae found. From 1,600 green bolls inspected, 534 
larvae were found. Heaviest infestation of green bolls centered around Juarez, 
Chihuahua. (PPC, Mex. Reg., Nov. Rpt.). 


FOREST, ORNAMENTAL AND SHADE TREE INSECTS 

A STEM SAWFLY (Janus bimaculatus) - PENNSYLVANIA - Affected 60 percent of 
Viburnum prunifolium twig growth for 1958 at Pittsburg, Allegheny County, 
November 18. Det. B. D. Burks. (Udine). 


TWO-SPOTTED SPIDER MITE (Tetranychus telarius) - CALIFORNIA - Heavy population 
on chrysanthemum plants at Auburn, Placer County. (Cal. Coop. Rpt.). 


INSECTS AFFECTING MAN AND ANIMALS 


CATTLE GRUBS (Hypoderma spp.) - OKLAHOMA - H. lineatum averaged 12-20 per 
untreated yearling in Woodward County, 15-20 per yearling steer in Harper 
County, 8-12 in Canadian County and 3-5 in Kiowa County. (Hudson, Howell). 
UTAH - Common in warmer parts of Washington and San Juan Counties. (Knowlton). 
KANSAS - H. lineatum infested 35 of 45 cows examined in Riley County, with a 
total of 257 grubs found. Counts ranged 0-19 per animal and averaged 5.7 

per animal. (Knapp, Dec. 24). 


CATTLE LICE -— PENNSYLVANIA - Heavy on 50 head of beef cattle at Clearfield, 
December 18. Control necessary. (Adams). OKLAHOMA - Minor infestations in 
herds in many parts of State. (Hudson, Howell). UTAH - Several thousand 
cattle dipped or sprayed for control in Uintah Basin area. (Knowlton, 
Farnsworth). Caused injury to unsprayed cattle in San Juan, Washington and 
Kane Counties, with many herds sprayed or dipped. Caused rubbing by beef 
cattle at Hyde Park and Lewiston. (Knowlton). 


STORED-PRODUCT INSECTS 


KHAPRA BEETLE (Trogoderma granarium) - CALIFORNIA - Reported from Madera, 
Madera County, in stored barley, representing reinfestation of the property. 
(Cal. Coop. Rpt.). MEXICO - In the states of Baja California and Jalisco 
196 inspections were made of which 144 were initial and 52 were repeat 
inspections. A total of 131 specimens were submitted for identification. 
The reinspection of a property in Mexicali, Baja California, resulted in 
finding 6 positive specimens. (PPC, Mex. Reg., Nov. Rpt.). 


Stored-grain Situation in Alabama - Heavy infestations of Sitophilus oryza 

were observed in shelled and unshucked corn in several bins in the Sisarrs SeCEecie 
part of the State and also observed in damaging numbers on sacked grain in 
Mobile County. Tribolium confusum was moderate in shelled corn and grain 
sorghum in southeastern area and damaging on sacked grain in Mobile County. 


A heavy infestation of Plodia interpunctella was found in Mobile County on 
sacked grain, and damaging numbers of Attagenus piceus were observed on the 
same product in the same area. A few Sitotroga cerealella were observed in 
warehouses where grain was stored in Mobile County. Moderate infestation of 
Lasioderma serricorne was also observed in grain in the same area. (Grimes, 
Bennett, Lockhart, Seibels, Dec. 19). 


MISCELLANEOUS INSECTS 


A TERMITE (Reticulitermes hageni) - NEW JERSEY - Found swarming in a building 
at Trenton, August 26. The most northern previous record was Washington, D. C. 
Reported from State for first time. Det. T. E. Snyder. (Cooper). 
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